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NoMAA's 'Women in the Heights' show puts
vibrancy of Northern Manhattan's burgeoning arts

scene on display

Features works of 27 artists who range in age from 20s to 70s
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Andrea Arroyo gravitated to the East Village when she moved to
New York City to pursue a career as an artist, nearly 25 years ago.
As she became an established painter, she moved north to the upper
West Side and, four years ago, to Washington Heights.

Arroyo and others describe an Uptown arts community that is on the
sharp upswing, one that reminds them of the city’s better-known
creative hotspots in earlier years.

“Northern Manhattan now feels like the East Village once did, in
terms of production,” Arroyo says. “The only thing we're missing is
more (exhibition) venues, but we’'re working on that.”

Enter the Northern Manhattan Arts Alliance, or NoMAA, an
organization that will turn 5 years old in September. The nonprofit
has come to function as a crucible, of sorts, for this growing
community of artists. providing exhibition space, techincal expertise
and more than $300,000 in grants to local artists and organizations.
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There’s still time to catch “Women in the Heights — Intersections,”
NoMAA'’s annual exhibit that opens each March in celebration of

Women’s History Month. EDlTORSI PlCKS
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Dick Clark, the TV legend
and host of “American
Bandstand,” has died of a
massive heart attack.
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RUTHY VALDEZ, PAINTER: "ELEVATING on April 18,2012.
CONSCIOUSNESS' (ACRYLIC ON CANVAS)

'Lucky' cop yanked
out bloody knife
that crazed man
plunged in his skull

Jagged blade came within
a sliver of leaving him
blind, voiceless, paralyzed

Kate Upton does
something
shocking!

Sports lllustrated Swimsuit
cover girl's new spread is
unlike anything she's done
before.

Sex offender
questioned in search
for missing soldier
North Carolina soldier Kelli
Bordeaux, 23, vanished
after a nightoutata bar.

'T have no intention
of marrying you':
Vera Wang's mogul
dad dumped
mistress in letter

Wedding dress designer's
dad told lover of 30 years:

PHOTOS: Brooklyn
Decker trades
bikinis for lingerie
Swimsuit model and
Victoria's Secret Angel
stripped down for GQ and
revealed she's "slightly

Gesche Wiirfel, photographer: Untitled

The show, curated by Arroyo, features the work of 27 Northern Manhattan artists who work across the
sprectrum of media to explore themes centered on gender and the role of women in society.

“Some artists approach these issues directly and you can see them very clearly, but others are more 'Ameri Idol'

subtle,” says Arroyo, who picked the works from a pool of about 60 artists who range in age from their 20s recap: Sanchez

to 70s. “The show as a whole gives a sense of what women are doing today,” she adds. “Some of the makes most of
artists work in what is considered ‘feminine’ material, like quilting, but others use regular materials.” second chance
NoMAA executive director Sandra A. Garcia-Betancourt, who moved to Inwood from Park Slope several Jessica Sanchez came out
years back, says “Women in the Heights,” captures the palpable energy of the flowering arts landscape. swinging after her brush

“It's an immigrant community but here you see all these different cultures, working together and living with death on "American

together, eating in the same places,” Garcia-Betancourt says. “It's a very interesting dynamic and the

artists really grow, they’re really flourishing with that exchange and with being part of that. It's almost like PHOTOS: Nicole

Trunfio steals the

they talk to each other with their art.” spotlight at Tribeca
Film Festival
Models, actors and
“Women in the Heights” runs through April 30 at 178 Bennett Ave. at 189th St., third floor. Gallery hours are designers flocked to New
Monday-Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and by appointment. For more info, call (212) 568-4396 or email York to kick off the famed

info@nomaanyc.org.



Yael Ben-Zion, photographer: "West Side Story"
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